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ABSTRACT 
This study deals with student’s errors on the use of adjectives and adverbs with the 
suffix –ly and regarding adjectives and adverbs identical in form mainly in –ly form 
and in without –ly form.  This survey only investigates them in the written exercises.  
They cover descriptive adjectives, manner adverbs, intensifying adverbs, and sentence 
adverbs. The objective of this study is to find out the types and the causes of errors 
made by student’s on the use adjective and adverbs with the suffix –ly.  The sample of 
this study is 33 student of the seventh year students of  SMP Swasta GKPI Padang 
Bulan Medan.  This study uses a descriptive quantitative design.  The instrument for 
collecting data consists of a teacher made test in the multiple choice form.  The 
percentage of the student’s errors is dominantly occured in descriptive adjectives from 
990 item occurrences, there were 471 errors which categorized into 5 sub categories on 
the use of adjectives and adverbs with the suffix –ly.  Firstly, the use of descriptive 
adjective was 171 (36,31 %) errors divided into the use with the suffix –ly was 77 
(16,35 %) errors and the use without the suffix –ly was 94 (19,96 %) errors.  Secondly, 
the use of manner adverbs was 164 (34,82 %) errors divided into the use with the 
suffix –ly was 97 (20,59 %) errors and the use without the suffix –ly was 67 (14,23 %) 
errors.   The other one is the use of intensifying adverbs with the suffix –ly was 71 
(15,07 %) errors, another one is the use of time adverbs with the suffix –ly was 41 (8,7 
%) errors, and the last one is the use sentence adverbs with the suffix –ly was 24 (5,1 
%) errors. 
Keywords: Student’s Errors Students,Adjectives 
 
1. INTRODUCTION  
English has eight parts of speech, mainly, noun, verb, adjective, adverb, interjection, 
conjunction, determiner, and preposition.  Each of them has function in the sentences.  Such as 
adjective and adverb will be the topic in this study.  Adjective functions as modifier of nouns and 
pronouns, while adverb is as modifier of verb, adjective, and another adverb.  Both of them have the 
same functions as modifiers.[1]–[4] 
Morphologically, some adjectives and adverbs are identical in form.  Some adjectives can be 
used as adverbs without changing the forms such as fast.  In addition, there is a small group of 
adjectives formed by adding the suffix –ly, like adverbs, to noun, for example womanly, lovely, etc.  
Moreover, both have comparison form such as –err, est, more, most. Following Guidelines of 
Teaching 2011, the functional skill on the use of adjective and adverb has been taught beginning at 
the second year students of junior high school.  It requires that the students are able to understand and 
use expressions of quality of something and manner of doing something.  They are parts of adjectives 
and adverbs with the suffix –ly.  The students are hoped to be able to distinguish the function and the 
use both of term in the sentences. [5]–[8] 
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However, in fact, there are some students unable to distinguish whether it is adjective or 
adverb, particularly, ending with –ly.  Some of them consider that the words have the suffix –ly are 
adverb.  It can be understood because adjectives ending with –ly are seldom used and not common.  
Besides, some adjective forms function as adverbs or adverbials like hard, long, etc.  Misusing occurs 
due to the learners or the students generalize that the words ending with –ly function as adverbs or all 
of adjectives forms are adjectives. In addition, there are common errors in using adjective and adverb 
because of the word meaning.  There are some adjectives which will be different in meaning if they 
are combined with the suffix –ly, for example, hard which means giat, and hardly which means 
hampir tidak.  Besides, when the learners translate the sentence into English, it is still affected by 
their mother tongue.   E.g, Dia mengendarai mobil dengan hati-hati, translated into English  He 
drives the car with carefully. (incorrect) He drives the car carefully.  (correct) Observing the 
curriculum requirements and the facts above, it is urgent that the student’s errors should be corrected 
in order their errors will not be repeated anymore in the future. Based on the background given, error 
analysis will be applied on the use of adjectives and adverbs with the suffix –ly made by the students 
to identify the types and the causes of the errors they make.[9]–[12] 
 
2. METHOD  
1) Design of the Study 
This study is conducted by applying the descriptive design.  It means that the quantitative approach is 
applied to answer the problem of the study presented in chapter one.  Best (1983 : 25) says that : 
“Descriptive research describes what something is.  It aims to describe the situation or things that 
exists at the same time of the study”.  This study attempts to find out student’s errors on the use of 
adjectives and adverbs with the  suffix –ly which will be classified based on sub categories. 
2) Population and Sample 
Nuna (1992 : 231) said that : “The population is all cases, situations, or individuals who share one or 
more characteristics.  It means also all members of any well defined class of people, events, or objects 
(target population)”.  It can be concluded that population is the members possessing one or more 
similar characteristic and well defined.  The population of this study is all of the 2013/2014 seventh 
year students of  SMP Swasta GKPI Padang Bulan Medan.  For the purpose of the sample in this 
research, 34 students were taken as the sample of the research and the process of taking the 
sample was by using random sampling.  
3) Instrument for Collecting Data 
This study used an objective test to obtain the data.  The test will be a multiple chice and 
consisted of the items as follows. 
Table 3 The Distribution of the Items 
SUB CATEGORIES ITEM NUMBER NUMBER  PERCENTAGES  
1. DESCRIPTIVE ADJECTIVES  
A) WITH THE SUFFIX –LY 
B) WITHOUT THE SUFFIX -LY 
2. MANNER ADVERBS 
A) WITH THE SUFFIX –LY 
B) WITHOUT THE SUFFIX -LY 
3. INTENSIFYING ADVERBS 
(DEGREE) WITH THE SUFFIX -LY 
4. TIME ADVERBS (INDEFINITE) 
WITH THE SUFFIX –LY 
 
1, 11, 18, 19, 22, 27 
6, 7, 13, 23, 29 
 
8, 9, 10, 12, 24, 26 
5, 14, 20, 28, 30 
 
2, 15, 21 
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5. SENTENCES ADVERBS WITH THE 
SUFFIX -LY 
3, 16 2 
 
6 % 
TOTAL  30 100 % 
The major characteristic of a good test is the existence of validity and reliability.  Validity of a 
test is the degree to which a test measures what it is supposed to measure.  It is essentially a matter of 
relevance (lado, 1961 : 321).  In other words, a test said to be valid if it really measures what it is intended 
to measures.  This statement is relevant to Wiersma’s statement (1991 : 277) says that : “The validity of 
measurement is the extent of which the instrument measures what it is designed to measures”. 
 
3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION  
After administering the multiple choice test to the forty students, the errors were identified by 
giving a cross check on every items number which was answered wrong by each students.  It was found 
out 487 errors of 1020 item occurrences.  Then, they were classified according to sub categories.  Next, it 
is obtained the data which is described as follows : 




1a 1b 2a 2b 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
001 3 0 3 2 1 0 0 
002 2 2 2 1 2 1 1 
003 2 2 3 0 2 2 1 
004 2 3 2 3 2 0 0 
005 2 2 2 2 2 2 0 
006 2 0 4 3 2 1 1 
007 1 3 5 2 1 1 0 
008 1 3 4 2 3 0 0 
022 4 2 2 3 1 1 2 
023 3 3 3 4 1 1 0 
024 2 2 3 3 2 2 1 
025 2 3 4 2 3 1 1 
026 2 4 3 2 3 2 0 
027 2 4 3 3 3 1 0 
028 1 4 4 1 3 1 2 
029 4 2 2 3 1 2 2 
030 5 3 1 3 2 2 0 
031 4 4 2 1 3 2 0 
032 4 2 2 3 3 1 1 
033 2 4 4 3 1 1 1 
034 2 4 4 3 1 1 1 
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1 2 3 4 5 
  A b A b 
1 0,51% 0,00% 0,51% 0,34% 0,17% 0,00% 0,00% 
2 0,34% 0,34% 0,34% 0,17% 0,34% 0,17% 0,17% 
3 0,34% 0,34% 0,51% 0,00% 0,34% 0,34% 0,17% 
4 0,34% 0,51% 0,34% 0,51% 0,34% 0,00% 0,00% 
5 0,34% 0,34% 0,34% 0,34% 0,34% 0,34% 0,00% 
6 0,34% 0,00% 0,67% 0,51% 0,34% 0,17% 0,17% 
7 0,17% 0,51% 0,84% 0,34% 0,17% 0,17% 0,00% 
8 0,17% 0,51% 0,67% 0,34% 0,51% 0,00% 0,00% 
9 0,34% 0,67% 0,67% 0,00% 0,17% 0,17% 0,17% 
10 0,34% 0,51% 0,34% 0,51% 0,34% 0,17% 0,00% 
11 0,51% 0,17% 0,17% 0,51% 0,51% 0,17% 0,17% 
12 0,00% 0,34% 0,51% 0,51% 0,34% 0,34% 0,17% 
13 0,00% 0,84% 0,51% 0,17% 0,51% 0,34% 0,17% 
14 0,34% 0,67% 0,67% 0,00% 0,17% 0,34% 0,34% 
15 0,51% 0,67% 0,67% 0,00% 0,34% 0,17% 0,17% 
16 0,67% 0,67% 0,34% 0,51% 0,34% 0,00% 0,00% 
17 0,51% 0,51% 0,51% 0,34% 0,51% 0,17% 0,00% 
18 0,17% 0,34% 0,84% 0,34% 0,34% 0,34% 0,17% 
19 0,17% 0,67% 0,67% 0,17% 0,51% 0,34% 0,00% 
20 0,51% 0,34% 0,34% 0,34% 0,51% 0,17% 0,34% 
21 0,51% 0,67% 0,34% 0,17% 0,51% 0,17% 0,17% 
22 0,67% 0,34% 0,34% 0,51% 0,17% 0,17% 0,34% 
23 0,51% 0,51% 0,51% 0,67% 0,17% 0,17% 0,00% 
24 0,34% 0,34% 0,51% 0,51% 0,34% 0,34% 0,17% 
25 0,34% 0,51% 0,67% 0,34% 0,51% 0,17% 0,17% 
26 0,34% 0,67% 0,51% 0,34% 0,51% 0,34% 0,00% 
27 0,34% 0,67% 0,51% 0,51% 0,51% 0,17% 0,00% 
28 0,17% 0,67% 0,67% 0,17% 0,51% 0,17% 0,34% 
29 0,67% 0,34% 0,34% 0,51% 0,17% 0,34% 0,34% 
30 0,84% 0,51% 0,17% 0,51% 0,34% 0,34% 0,00% 
31 0,67% 0,67% 0,34% 0,17% 0,51% 0,34% 0,00% 
32 0,67% 0,34% 0,34% 0,51% 0,51% 0,17% 0,17% 
33 0,34% 0,67% 0,67% 0,51% 0,17% 0,17% 0,17% 
34 0,34% 0,67% 0,67% 0,51% 0,17% 0,17% 0,17% 
TOTAL 13,30% 16,50% 17,00% 11,78% 12,12% 7,07% 4,21% 
 
The type of errors in this study, the following surface strategy taxonomy, is only error of substitution or 
error of selection and it occurred on the level of lexicon because this study only studied about the words 
that are adjective and adverb.  The errors occurred on the use adjectives and adverbs with the suffix –ly 
which categorized into five sub categories mainly descriptive adjectives, manner adverbs, degree adverb, 
time adverb, and sentence adverb. Descriptive adjectives and manner adverbs were divided into two sub 
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categories, they were (a). The use with the suffix –ly and, (b). The use without the suffix –ly.  The 
number and the percentage of errors in each sub categories can be seen in the table 6.  
Table 6 The Number and the Percentage of Errors in each Sub Categories 
NO. SUB CATEGORIES ERROR 
OCCURRENCES 
THE PERCENTAGES 
1 Descriptive adjectives     
a)       With the suffix –ly 79 16,22% 
b)       Without the suffix -ly 98 20,12% 
2 Manner adverbs     
a)       With the suffix –ly 101 20,74% 
b)       Without the suffix -ly 70 14,37% 
3 Intensifying adverbs with the suffix –ly 72 14,78% 
4 Time adverbs with the suffix –ly 42 8,62% 
5 Sentence adverbs with the suffix -ly 25 5,13% 
JUMLAH 487 100,00% 
 
 From the table 6, it is known that the dominant type of errors is errors of selection or substitution, 
specifically, on the use manner of adverbs with the suffix –ly with the percentage 65,50 % or 319 errors, 
and generally, on the use of descriptive adjective either with the suffix –ly or without the suffix –ly with 
the percentage 34,50%  0r 168 errors.In this study, the errors occur caused by three factors, ignorance of 
rule restriction, false concept hypothesized, and over generalization. All of them are intra lingual error.  In 
addition, having analyzed the answer sheet of the students, one item can consists of one or more causes.  
For furthermore explanation, it will be explained in the discussion section.Form the information above, it 
indicates that the students lacked the knowledge about the use of adjectives and adverbs identical in form 
particularly which have the suffix –ly.  Besides that, generally, they got difficulties in translating.  Known 
they less practiced and understood the topic.  Whereas, it has been taught in the junior high school.  It 
seemed they have forgotten the topic though it have relationships with another topic in English. There are 
five sub categories of adjective and adverb which have identical in form particularly in this study namely 
descriptive adjectives, manner adverbs, intensifying adverbs, time adverbs, and sentence adverbs. There 
were errors in the use of the adjectives and adverbs.  The proportion of the percentage of the errors is 
varied in the use of adjective and adverbs.  The following discussion describes what was found out in the 
data. 
 
4. CONCLUSIONS  
 From 1020 item occurrences, there were 478 errors which categorized into 5 sub categories on the 
use of adjectives and adverbs with the suffix –ly.  Firstly, the use of descriptive adjective was 177 (36,34 
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%) errors divided into the use with the suffix –ly was 79 (16,22 %) errors and the use without the suffix –
ly was 98 (20,12 %) errors.  Secondly, the use of manner adverbs was 171 (35,11 %) errors divided into 
the use with the suffix –ly was 101 (20,74%) errors and the use without the suffix –ly was 70 (14,37 %) 
errors.   The other one is the use of intensifying adverbs with the suffix –ly was 72 (14,78 %) errors, 
another one is the use of time adverbs with the suffix –ly was 42 (8,62 %) errors, and the last one is the 
use sentence adverbs with the suffix –ly was 25 (5,13 %) errors. The dominan type of errors specifically 
is error of selection of substitution on the use of manner adverbs with the suffix –ly namely 101 errors 
(20,74 %) and that on the use of descriptive adjectives without the suffix –ly namely 98 errors (20,12 %) 
generally. There were three causes of errors : they were intra lingual errors, inter lingual errors, and 
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